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SUBJECT* BSSBZm, Alfred (Alfreds) 



The file® of this office reflect tiw falloaing inf creation 
on the Subject* 

1. Tbo Latvian ^o's £]}C ^ ,, { Vjgu ) , published in 

Riga, Latvia, L. :>oviiuber 1 939, ^ivw the foiloeing biographic 
data* 



•BBJUUte, Alfreua-Liiiiator of futuic (Internal; affaire, 
born 21 October 1 #99 in Jori district. fovher* Jacob- former, 
viler* Aar line. fcife - alive nee obatarte. Attendee the 
Eajiene Iran© LQhcoi, seccuutiry aoLool at VnJUa, fid abed sec- 
ondary- school for adults in fl^ ace also -bo Latvian nil ivory 
school. Soring Latvia's libei-uuion struggle participated In a 
partisan group in iforthera Latvia, later wan a taaaber of the 
Volatiecn redirect in eagageeeata against General Sorccnt end 
Lis bands. Farmer uskibor of the Diet (Peasant Union). Proto 
for the newspaper *&riva Lo®e* and other? , founceci and managed 
several paper* in Central Latvia (Vidcane). Active in young 
peoples 1 organisations, and frm 1926 also In the iicese Guard 
^Aiasargi’' ) organization, initially aa in ot rue tor, later as 
the bead of the Publicity and ae&bcraiiip ooctioa. sad .here- 
after ms head of the lublic XnforuU ion Section. HowU.o.a. 

1939) he is the bluest responsible lessor of the organization. 
Initiated and developed close contact between the Latvian hone 
Guard and oiitilsx fsto.JUm, Lithuanian, F i nn is h and Polish 
organisations. Luring me cvenij of 15 i^y 1934 a. Bardins 
ens a trussed supporter of rreaisant i^rll a tisanis and the 
Sar Sinister, General Janie Badoola. /Teat 1934 to 1937 be 
mus a Vice-ciftis t or of the interior in the first Katlo&ul 
Govermont of a Rejuvenated Latvia, but fro a 1 April 1937 
he become the blolstor of Public affairs - As M i nis ter of Pub- 
lic Affaire, a. Berzina playeo u Issuing part in directing the 
propaganda work connected with the popularization of the alm s 
and espiratiina of die hew tatvife.. in the interest of tbe id e a 
of a united Latvia bo nanegod -he affairs of tbe press and radio; 
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undor iiia acre ol^o U.o ;:Ciiv.Uloa of rwor^Mvisad 

public ttS-ociMioc. ikn*ais3 Yime also airs c* or of 3 r -ata 
sored) a-.-orua ae.iviiy. Lna further prominent, funci,!©;: of 
herein* v,© develop icuriet rwel vtrcu^hout ihc own Ur • 
ILrwuJi uha nee Uuvisa urado noveiavntf 4. Sordino rfa* iujiru- 
wenial in adYtfncif.g to royal*;, vion x-reai.ont »• U Irani e* bui^one 
pro^rjju of aociea poiloioxi. Luring absences frca offioe of the 
hix.irter for porel^n Affairs dentin* baa frequently fulfilled 
his fund. i. ana and has also acted as the Latvian roprwaoatativ® 
ct Intemsitiunal labor canferoncea ir. Cienovsi, has received 
Latvian end foroitfi dooemiett**" 

2, inf or Tif-tion regsru ing ou&jeot fn*t a riaca*lftiy of other 

acorooji h «« Ton oust 

a. In she Latvian eclrro cwuuxdty isLohiLa la considered 
&c entborii^ian*natiaaaliat cue >-o 11a indicate aesecieiien 
with the authoritarian Ulnenis refine brought into boing in 
Latvia in 1934 * As of 10 peoenber 1950 he «tuj re aiding in 
ChAtfcsn, K.J. he ia very octlvo in Latvian owlgro circles, 
priority as a "lone trclX M , aince he apparently ie not di- 
rectly associated as a siotuber vith any of the Rain Latvian 
OiLigro organisations, such an the Law ion Cornell 

and Latvian Central Council, *hioL represent uhocmclveo as 
btdU.c t^vSed on daKocnaie principles* $LIle a ££, as veil 
as cow in the bsrslas has been and continues to be 

tetire oil behalf of ihe "ABH" - coJ^oDOy known as the •fti&i- 
CoBwunist Bloc of Lationa% 'shich is a Ukraaian d<* ainated 
loose federation tj'pe of an or^niaation of *xr.l£r«s of eev- 
vrsl Soviui, ruled natuiiu lilies Intdraateci i* co^br/tting 
CosCTuniaa. he is reported as being in close touch with 
btcftm and J^roalav dl'fil'dtO ffco era the loaders cX 

uhe UkrMiian eier.fcirt of tho A£H, Beraino current iy appears 
to bo uak;.ng i.lroct nn^ indirect, approaches (through pwr- 
cociil supporters) to the fcCJfTv > ns well os to 7DA and other 
unofficial HU o official U..,. ailitary anu political agencies, 
etteapviing to intoroat. in giving support to aB&* fie ia 
Tarioualy dvueribeC as the "Cheimcn of AS £f*> •&>• drafts of 
the Political Council of the astj "Choirs*® of the *£8 
for the U.S. a ; the In it ex* being probably the nowt correct 
designation for Bersins* present role in that argoiitntiwi. 

b* luring the first soviet occupation of Latvia (1940-1941) 
Bersd jk* resscineo in hie h o aeleaid at least for a elite and 
described h is ©c^>«ricncoa dhere In o booklet entitled I fifty 
Ylahiaskr fiolahevlac » which «ss published in the 

U*w>» in 1948 by the Latvian negation in Washington, P*C. 
Several sources report that vhan Ge cans occupied Latvia 
Semina eaa orrestod by ihe Gestapo (though it is not cloar 
•whether in l>atvis or el severe) for alleged anti-toroan 
activity and vns kept in the hachsenhauscn ccoocntrutlon. 
caap for 33 sontha. The sources merely state that Bernina 
regained his freed oa at uhe end of 1944t o&d eventually bo- 
caa e a resident of SP Csjsps, aacaag then a cosp in Blo&borg^ 
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3# Tv* single scarce* state the fodlo*lr.g regarding the subject,, 
without further olabcrat ioai 

ft, •Foraarly * &lnia&cr In the Jlmenio Cabinet In bet via, 
who *oa In tcuak with the Japanese ia haleiuki in 
through whoci he obtained a Wanchuriim peaaport* (Berlin® 
is an) adventurer emu untrustworthy, 0 

b* ®Geetapo agent* Detreyed to Gestapo the ; irector of 
the fl» •Geilcmd filial end caused *.vo aeabora of the fixe 
to be placed In a c- aocnt ration crap,* U945 inf arcuttion) * 



4* Upon arrival, in the tt*$« under the lip let Bora;. ns* addrooa 
was to have toon c/o 4. Sbujluc, 6 f+oll frOace, temorfc 6, b.J, 
he is presently unemployed* It ia reported that cue to hie age 
and the physical hardships chat he assured during cia inaaroar- 
sticn in the bonoentration ca^p he cannot porforn physical work* 
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